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White Nile, nearly all the vessels and trading-stations taking part 
in it. 



5. Letter from M. Du Chattlu. (Fernand-Vaz River, April 7, 1864.) 

M. Du Chaillu now announces that all will he ready for his pro- 
jected journey into the interior, as soon as the new set of scientific 
instruments reaches him, sent for to replace that lost by the up- 
setting of his boat. He is in good health, and intends to send by 
the next ship to England all the collections he has made up to the 
present time. 



Fourteenth. Meeting, 21th June, 1 864. 
SIR EODEEICK I. MURCHISON, k.c.b., President, in the Chair. 

Presentations. — Gavin Hardie, Esq. ; Captain Toynbee ; W. F. 
Ives, Esq. ; D, G. Bruce-Gardyne, Esq. ; J. S. Fhene, Esq. 

Elections. — Commander A. L. Mansell, r.n. ; H. N. Nissen, Esq.; 
W. F. Quiche, Esq. ; Charles M. T. Western, Esq. ; George Woolcott, 
Esq. 

Accessions to the Library. — Pamphlet on the Hooghly and the 
Mutla ; by James A. Longridge, m.i.c.e. Continuations of Trans- 
actions of various Societies, &c. 

Accessions to Map-room. — Railways in China : a sketch-map to 
accompany Report on introducing Railway communication into the 
Empire of China; by Sir Macdonald Stephenson, 1864. Admi- 
ralty Charts and Ordnance Maps. Originalkarte von Hamasen, 
Sarae, Adiabo, &c, in Nord Abessinien; von Th. von Heuglin, 
Werner Munzinger und dAbbadie ; entworfen' von A. Petermann. 
Originalkarte der Nord Abessinischen Grenzlande ; Bogos, Mensa, 
Marea, &c. ; von Heuglin, Kinzelbach, &c. ; entworfen von A. 
Petermann. 

The first Paper, read by Mr. Markham, was entitled — 

1. A Visit to the Port of Lingah, the Island of Kishm, and the Port of 
Bunder Abbass. By Lieiit.-Colonel Lewis Pellt, Acting Political 
Resident in the Persian Gulf. 

[Communicated by the Secretary to the Government of Bombay.] 

Colonel Pelly left Bushire in December, 1863, and touched first 
at the port of Lingah, on the mainland, which he describes as an 
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open roadstead, sheltered from the north-west, hut exposed to the 
prevailing south-east and south-west winds. There is, however, a 
breakwater of solid masonry which affords protection to small craft. 
The town is the chief place of a district which touches the sheikdom 
of Moghoo on the north-west, and reaches almost to the region 
farmed, under Bunder Abbass, by the Sultan of Muskat. It is un- 
walled, and consists of clusters of houses overhung by date-palms, 
its population being from 8000 to 10,000 souls. The sheikh of 
Lingah is an Arab of ancient descent, and the place enjoys con- 
siderable prosperity owing to there being neither import nor export 
duties. The bulk of the trade is with the maritime Arab ports, to 
which goods from Bombay and Kurrachee are conveyed in small 
coasting-craft ; specie, pearls, and a little salt-fish forming the 
return cargoes. Arrived at Bassidore, in the island of Kishm, 
Colonel Pelly crossed to the southern side to visit some salt-caves 
and naphtha-springs. The road was, partly, over a plain sprinkled 
with date-trees and villages a few miles apart. The prevailing 
formation of the island is like that of the mainland hence to Kur- 
rachee — a coarse sandstone grit and conglomerate, overlying bluo 
lias marl. The south side is parched and barren, like the Persian 
coast in general. Wordsworth, according to Colonel Pelly, had he 
visited this region, would never have applied the epithet of " ever- 
lasting " to the southern hills of Persia. They are all hollow and 
tumble-down, as the towns are. Passed at night, the gloom of 
their gorges and the precipitous height of their flanks, lend them 
a bold and solemn appearance ; but with daylight the illusion 
vanishes. The range of hills in which the salt-caves lie varies from 
300 to 600 feet in height ; the rock is of a dark-red aspect alter- 
nating with slate-colour. One of the caves is of truly noble pro- 
portions, being a vault of from 200 to 300 feet in height and length, 
with a span of 60 or 70 feet. The entire arch of the cave is beau- 
tifully streaked like marble, while large crystalline salites hang 
from the roof in festoons white as snow. The blocks of salt are 
conveyed on the backs of donkeys and camels to the sea-shore, where 
they are embarked in small native craft, and carried to Muskat for 
ultimate exportation to Calcutta and the east coast of Africa. Pe- 
turning to Bassidore, Colonel Pelly again embarked, and passed 
down the Clarence Strait, which separates the island of Kishm from 
the mainland, through a narrow channel, about 100 yards wide, 
which winds for a distance of 21 miles between low bushy islands. 
Within this channel lies the village of Luft, which is sub-let by 
the Sultan of Muskat, who farms the whole island of Kishm, to a 
sheikh for about 1500 rupees per annum. The trade of the inha- 
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bitants is the gathering of wood for exportation, Clarence Strait 
supplying the whole circuit of the Persian Gulf with firewood. 
Colonel Pelly next visited the island and city of Ormuz, whose 
bygone splendour is vaunted by old writers, but whose ruins did 
not show signs of any former greatness. Crossing hence again to 
the mainland, a distance of 12 miles, he examined the neighbour- 
hood of Bunder Abbass, a walled township built along an open 
beach, with lofty and desolate mountains in the background. The 
port has only from 2 to 3 fathoms of water at a distance of 2 miles 
from land, and during the frequent southerly winds becomes a lee 
shore lashed by a heavy surf. Bunder Abbass has about 8000 or 
9000 inhabitants, and is the seat of a considerable trade, the nature 
of which is discussed in detail by the author of the paper. 

Sib H. Rawlinson said the island of Kishm was of some interest from having 
been supposed to he the site of the ancient kingdom of King Erythrus, who 
gave his name to the Erythrasan Sea. The chief modern interest attaching to 
the island arose from its being in the line of the Overland Telegraph. The 
cable had been laid, and was in working order from theTndian Telegraph- 
system at Kurrachee, along the Persian coast to the entrance of the Gulf, then 
round the island of Kishm up to Bushire, and thence across to Bussorah. Two 
years ago he had explained to the Society the difficulties in the way of the 
line which it was then determined to follow, between Bussorah and Bagdad, 
and had suggested a method of avoiding the obstacle by taking the more cir- 
cuitous route to the east through Persia. Those anticipated difficulties had 
been realised at the very spot he had pointed out. That part of the line between 
Bussorah and Bagdad would always, under the most favourable circumstances, 
be precarious ; whereas the alternative line which he had suggested, and which 
was now being carried out, would always be safe, because the country through 
which it passed was under a fixed Government, who would guarantee the pro- 
tection of the line. He thought in the course of September or October, we 
might expect to be able to communicate daily with our friends in India. 

The President in requesting the Secretary to read the next Paper, explained 
that its author, M. Vambery (who would afterwards address the Meeting) was 
a Hungarian gentleman, who had lately penetrated into the heart of Asia in the 
disguise of a Dervish. He had travelled in a region which had scarcely been 
traversed by a European since the days of Marco Polo. M. Vambery intended 
shortly to undertake a further journey, starting from Samarcand, and would 
endeavour to reach China, following a route different from that of Marco 
Polo. 

Mr. Oliphant then read — 

2. Sketch of a Journey through Central Asia to Khiva, Bokhara, and 
Samarcand. By M. Vamb£ry. 

After several years of preparation in a Mohammedan college, M. 
Vambery -joined, at Teheran, in March, 1863, a company of poor 
pilgrims, who were returning to Tartary from Mecca ; giving out 
that he was a pious Mussulman travelling to Central Asia with 
a religious object. They crossed the south-east comer of the 



